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SLOATSBURG - Entrepreneur Michael Bruno made a
fortune by connecting antique dealers in Paris with col-
lectors around the world via the internet. 

He’s now looking to connect the Hudson Valley’s natu-
ral beauty and locally grown produce with cyclists and
hikers by providing rooms to stay overnight and places to
dine in the Route 17 corridor from Sloatsburg to Tuxedo. 

Bruno, the founder of 1stdibs, an online marketplace
for high-end art and antiques, has recently spent millions
of dollars to purchase nearly two dozen buildings in the 

A RESORT 
FOR CYCLISTS 

TUXEDO HUDSON COMPANY

Blue Barn Market, at 78 Orange Turnpike in Sloatsburg, is open from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays.

JOHN MEORE/THE JOURNAL NEWS

Under his “Hudson Valley first” focus,
Michael Bruno said locally grown produce
will play a big part in his restaurants and
markets. Above, a renovated courtyard
outside a Sloatsburg market.

Transformation in region starts

with overhaul of village center

AKIKO MATSUDA AMATSUDA@LOHUD.COM

See RESORT, Page 9A

Clarkstown’s Police Department
could save at least $5.4 million a year
and not jeopardize public safety by
changing overtime policies, reducing
the number of supervisors and getting
a better return on shared services, ac-
cording to a consultant’s report.

The Bonadio Group’s study used
benchmark surveys that show Clark-
stown had higher levels of staffing,
spending and overtime than police de-
partments in similarly sized munici-
palities, despite having a significantly
lower crime rate.

The study calls for a reduction of
about 15 positions, mostly supervisors,
largely through attrition over the next
one to three years.

The town’s force — one of the state’s
most costly town police departments —
consists of 162 full-time officers and 24
full-time civilian employees. Its nearly 

$5.4M
saved if
15 jobs,
OT cut

See POLICE, Page 5A

Clarkstown police study

suggests reductions 

ROBERT BRUM
RBRUM@LOHUD.COM

Edward and Marilyn Kaplan dozed
comfortably in their first class seats,
thoughts floating back to their red car-
pet weekend in London.

They had met Clive Owen and Helen
Mirren, the stars of “Greenfingers,” a
romantic comedy the couple had
helped finance. At London for the pre-
miere, they stayed in Claridge’s, an art
deco luxury hotel in the exclusive May-
fair district.

The couple found each other eight
years earlier in East Hampton at a Sat-
urday morning Shabbat service. Both
had been widowed with three children. 

Flights on
9/11 forced
to Canada
ADRIENNE SANDERS
ASANDERS@LOHUD.COM

See 9/11, Page 8A

WHAT WE LOST,
HOW WE’VE CHANGED
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OBITUARIESDEATHS
Greenwood, Diane S., ., died
on 9/6/2016, arrangements by
Hellman Memorial Chapels

Bronx - Cuccia, Joseph R.,
67, died on 9/5/2016, arrange-
ments by Balsamo-Cordovano
Funeral Home

Formerly Spring Valley -
Osborne, Mart Ann, ., died on
9/4/2016, arrangements by
Sniffen-Sagala Funeral Home

Haverstraw - Novak, Robert
J., 80, died on 9/5/2016, ar-
rangements by TJ McGowan
sons Funeral Home

Mohegan Lake - Theimann,
William G., 92, died on
9/6/2016, arrangements by
Yorktown Funeral Home10588

Mt. Vernon - Ceraso,
Anthony, 90, died on 9/7/2016,
arrangements by Yannantuono
Funeral Home

Nanuet - Vaccaro, Eugenia,
74, died on 9/4/2016, arrange-
ments by Michael J. Higgins Fu-
neral Service

Nyack, NY - Brosnan,
Colleen M., 83, died on
9/6/2016, arrangements by
HANNEMANN FUNERAL HOME,
INC.

Ocoee, Florida -
DiGirolamo, Helen, 95, died
on 9/5/2016, arrangements by F.
Ruggiero & Sons, Inc. -

Tomkins Cove - Vasile,
Salvatore, 99, died on
9/1/2016, arrangements by Mi-
chael J. Higgins Funeral Service

Yonkers - Wetterhall,
Gladys H., 91, died on
9/6/2016, arrangements by Ed-
ward F. Carter Funeral Home

Yorktown Heights -
Dyckoff, Darrin Wayne, 28,
died on 9/5/2016, arrangements
by Yorktown Funeral Home

Yorktown Heights -
Richardson, Glenn E., 64,
died on 9/4/2016, arrangements
by Yorktown Funeral Home

Colleen M. Brosnan, 83, lost her
battle with Lewy Body Dementia
on September 6, 2016.  She 
passed away at the Joe Raso
Hospice Residence where she was
able to leave this world with peace
and dignity.

Born in Streator, Illinois, she fol-
lowed her heart to New York City
where she met the love of her life,
Joseph P. Brosnan. They moved
to Rockland County in 1966 and
began their life together focused
on family and service to their com-
munity. Her commitment to oth-
ers was a common thread in her
life.  She took great pride in her
career as a teacher for the North
Rockland School District and re-
ceived enormous satisfaction in
following the successes of her
students. She was active on the
Exceptional Child PTA.

As a founding member of Camp
Venture, a Not-for-Profit provider of
care for people with developmen-
tal disabilities, she - along with the
other forces of nature, known as the
“Venture Ladies” - changed history
for people with developmental dis-
abilities in Rockland County, cre-
ating the services lacking for their
children and all children with dis-
abilities at that time.   Colleen was 
a Camp Venture board member
for many years before becoming
a member of the Rockland County
Commission on Quality Care, an

advocacy program for people with
special needs.

Devoted Mother of J.Pat
Brosnan, Maire Brosnan Katavolos
(Gregory), Megan Brosnan Jones
(Kevin) and Maura Brosnan Cozza
(Jim).  The light in her eyes shone
the brightest over her grandchil-
dren Sarah, Alexander, Cole, Molly,
Aidan and Liam.

The family would like to thank
the many compassionate people
who helped us along this jour-
ney: the loving community at
Dowling Gardens, the administra-
tors, nurses, and aids from United
Hospice of Rockland, in particu-
lar, the dedicated staff at the Joe
Raso Hospice Residence and
Dr. Melissa J. Nirenberg of NYU
Langone.

Donations graciously accepted
in Colleen’s name at Hospice of
Rockland (11 Stokum Lane, New
City, NY 10956) and Camp Venture
(25 Smith Street, Suite 510, Nanuet,
NY 10954).

Visiting hours will be 3:00 to
7:00pm on Friday September 9
at Hannemann Funeral Home
in Nyack, NY.  A funeral Mass
is scheduled for Saturday,
September 10 at 10:00 am at St.
Ann’s Church in Nyack, NY.  Burial
will follow at Rockland County
Veterans Cemetery.

Hannemann Funeral Home, Inc.
 88 South Broadway Nyack, NY

(845) 358-0573

BROSNAN, COLLEEN M.

Diane S. Greenwood, a
long time resident of Rockland
County, passed away on Tuesday,
September 6th. She was a beloved
wife, sister, and mother, and is sur-
vived by her husband Bob, daugh-
ter Kim, and sister, Freida Young.
Diane was a teacher in the NYC
school system for 30 years; she
was loved by all and will be missed
greatly.

The graveside memorial ser-
vice will be held today at Beth Am
Temple’s cemetery, located at 77
Van Wyck Rd in Blauvelt, New York,
at 10:30am. Shiva will be held at the
family’s home immediately after.

GREENWOOD, DIANE S.

Mart Ann Osborne of Virginia
Beach, Va, formerly of Spring Valley
Died September 4, 2016 she is pre-
deceased by her husband Ted,
parents Sophie & William Soeller &
daughter Tracey Osborne. Survived
by her children Terry Brownsell, Lyn
Pickford, Chuck & Ann Osborne,
Mike Osborne, Mary & Donny
Ward, Karen Hamilton, Donna &
John O ‘Reilly, Sharon & Chuck
Butcher, Chris & Daniella Osborne.
Sister Helen McGuire, 22 grandchil-
dren & 16 great grandchildren

Reposing Today 5-9pm @
Sniffen-Sagala Funeral Home.
Mass of Christian Burial Friday
10am @ St. Anthony’s Church.
Cremation Private. In lieu of flowers
donations may be made to either
American Diabetes Association or
United Hospice.

Sniffen-Sagala Funeral Home
235 West Route 59
Spring Valley, NY 10977

OSBORNE, MART ANN

Robert J. Novak, 80, of
Haverstraw passed away suddenly
from ALS on September 5, 2016. He
was born on July 19, 1936 in Nyack,
NY to John & Elizabeth Novak. Bob
proudly served his country in the
US Navy. Robert married his loving
wife on May 28, 1968. He worked
for the Brick Layers & Allied Craft
Workers Union Local 5 for over 30
years retiring in 1998. Bob was an
avid skydiver and enjoyed swim-
ming, biking, camping and being
“Popi” to all. He is predeceased by
his 3 sisters and 1 brother. Robert
is survived by his loving wife Judy
of Haverstraw, his beloved children
Heather, Amber and Megan all of
Haverstraw, his adored & cher-
ished grandchildren Ebony, Zoe
and Helena. Also surviving are his
numerous nieces & nephews.

There will be a memorial visita-
tion on Friday Sept 9th from 4 – 7
PM with prayer service & Military
Honors at the TJ McGowan Sons
Funeral Home 71 N. Central
Highway Garnerville, NY. In lieu of
flowers donations may be made
in Roberts memory to the ALS
Association Greater New York
Chapter 42 Broadway, Suite 1724
New York, NY 10004

NOVAK, ROBERT J.

Eugenia Vaccaro (Fangi) of
Nanuet, NY, 74 years old, passed
away on September 4, 2016. She
was born on March 10, 1942 to
Grace  and Eugene Fangi.  She
was married  to the love of her life,
Angelo in 1962.  She enjoyed cook-
ing, planting and spending time
with her family.  She is survived by
her husband Angelo, daughters
Grace and Gina, son-in-law Richie
and her grandson Andrew.  In ad-
dition she had nieces and nephews
who she loved dearly.  She will be
missed by all who know her.

Family will receive friends on
Thursday from 2-4 &  7-9pm at
Higgins Funeral home in New City
NY.  Mass of Christian Burial will
be held on Friday at 11:00 am, St
Francis of Assisi Church, West
Nyack, NY, followed by interment at
Gethsemane Cemetery, Congers
NY.  In lieu of  flowers, donations
can be made out to the JDRF.ORG

Michael J. Higgins
Funeral Service
321 South Main St.
New City, NY, 10956
845-634-6110

VACCARO, EUGENIA

Mom, birthday wishes we 
send today, with love.  To 
a star in the sky, not far 
away.  Engraved in gold 

on a cloud up above.

Love Your Family

Happy Birthday In Heaven
MARIE LAGANA

You positively 
impacted all of our 
lives, whether we

knew you for a minute,
an hour or for a 

lifetime. You were a 
gentle soul with a kind 

heart. You taught us 
patience, humility, love
and compassion. We
are grateful for your 

life and thank you for 
being so special.

We Love You and 
Miss You

In Loving Memory Of

George 
McCarthy

09/08/1962 - 02/09/2011

Share your condolences, sign a guest book,
or share memories online at LoHud.com/obits.
For more information, call 914-694-5147. Obituaries are available
online at Lohud.com. Search by name or date. Obituaries and
photographs submitted to The Journal News may be published
distributed, repurposed and otherwise used in print, electronic
and other media platforms.

Obituaries

Obituaries
For more information, call 914-694-5147. Obituaries are available online
at Lohud.com. Search by name or date. Obituaries and photographs
submitted to The Journal News may be published distributed, repurposed
and otherwise used in print, electronic and other media platforms.

Share your condolences, sign a guest book,
or share memories online at LoHud.com/obits.

Funeral Home Resource 888-508-9353 Ext. 3626

For making a Charitable
Donation according to
the family’s wishes,
go to LoHud.com/obits
and follow the
prompts.

To send Flowers,
Sympathy Card or
Gift to the Family
online by going to
LoHud.com/obits
and follow the
prompts.

area, including 18 struc-
tures on a total of 15
acres in Sloatsburg
along Route 17. 

He launched Tuxedo
Hudson Company LLC
in January and has be-
gun transforming the
Sloatsburg village cen-
ter, calling it a first step
toward a $20 million-
plus grand vision that
would encompass a ho-
tel, shops and restau-
rants near the Sloats-
burg train station; an an-
tique-and-art shopping
destination at the 12-
acre Stewart Farm prop-
erty near the Sloats-
burg-Tuxedo border;
and a hikers retreat/food
market, a restaurant,
and possibly a roadside
rotisserie chicken place
in Tuxedo. 

“The reason I feel so
strongly about this pro-
ject is the natural beauty
that surrounds the
area,” said Bruno, who
has lived in Tuxedo Park
for the past several
years. “We’re in the mid-
dle of 70,000 acres of
state park here.

“If you have that
much of natural beauty
— with trails and lakes,
hiking and biking, kay-
aking — this close to the
city, with nowhere to
stay, nowhere to eat
healthy organic food,
then if we can provide
that, I believe people
will come. Why wouldn’t

they?” 

Historic charm 

The Sloatsburg-Tux-
edo corridor, spanning the
Rockland and Orange
County border, has large-
ly been left out of waves
of development in the past
half century.

That’s part of the rea-
son why he is attracted to
the area, Bruno said.

“This area has a lot of
beautiful, old buildings
along Route 17. Not a lot
happened here in a while,
and that’s the good news
because things weren’t
ruined. Often, when
there’s a lot of develop-
ment, they tear things
down and build chain
stores,” Bruno said. “This
place still has a very rural
feeling. Buildings are still
in good condition.” 

One of the clusters of
Bruno’s properties is lo-
cated on 2.5 acres across
from the Sloatsburg li-
brary, a short walk from
the Sloatsburg train sta-

tion. Bruno has marked
off the properties — in-
cluding the former Blue
Barn Antiques building
and four Victorian homes
— with white farm fences
and has installed white
pebbles to fill up the
ground between build-
ings. He renovated the
blue barn and created a
courtyard using the foun-
dations of a larger barn
that had burned down dec-
ades ago. He’s also mod-
ernizing the Victorian
homes with plans to make
them a bed-and-break-
fast.

Under his “Hudson
Valley first” focus, Bruno
said, locally grown pro-
duce will play a big part in
his restaurants and mar-
kets. 

In August, Bruno
opened up the renovated
barn — newly equipped
with an walk-in refrigera-
tor — as a weekend farm
stand, offering fresh pro-
duce harvested by farm-
ers in Chester, New York.
Vegetables sold out every
weekend, and shoppers
enjoyed baked goods and
prepared food at outdoor
tables. The farm stand at-
tracted nearly 500 people
over a recent weekend, he
said. 

“People were so excit-
ed. They were at every ta-
ble,” Bruno said.

From vision to plans 

Sloatsburg village
Mayor Carl Wright, who
visited the property dur-
ing a recent open house,
said he welcomed Bruno’s
investment. 

“He has energized the
area. He has a vision that
will make Sloatsburg and
Tuxedo even more attrac-
tive place for a people to
visit and shop,” Wright
said. “The future always
belongs to those who offer
the greatest hope and pro-
vide the greatest vision.” 

Bruno said the area is
zoned for a commercial-
residential mixed use un-
der the village’s code, and
operating a bed-and-
breakfast out of the four
Victorian houses is within
the allowable uses. 

But constructing a 50-
room hotel, two restau-
rants, and “mews” — or a
row of a coffee house, a
juice bar, a gym and a bi-
cycle shop — on the re-
maining portion of the 2.5-
acre block would require
Bruno to get approvals
from the village’s Board
of Trustees and land use
boards. 

Bruno, who is the sole
investor for his project,
said he’s aiming to open
the bed and breakfast in
the spring, with the rest to
follow. 

Architects for Tuxedo
Hudson Company have
been concentrating on de-
veloping plans to reno-
vate the old IGA Market
in Tuxedo into a hikers-
hub/market. But they will
soon start working on the
plans for Sloatsburg, Bru-
no said. 

“The hotel gears to-
ward people who like cy-
cling. The property is well
situated them to get to the
Harriman State Park
without going on Route 17.
And it has the train station
one side, and the bus stop
on the other,” Bruno said.
“We expect people to
come in for the weekend.”

Neile Weissman, a for-
mer president of New
York Cycle Club, said the
availability of local lodg-
ing would open up the
area to more types of cy-
clists. 

“Right now, people who
are accessing those roads
in the (Harriman) area
are strong cyclists who
can make a (day) trip
from New York City,”
Weissman said. “But if
there’s a place to stay, peo-
ple who can ride only 30 to
40 miles can experience
the same roads.” 

Twitter: @LohudAkiko 

Resort
Continued from Page 1A
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The courtyard of the Blue Barn Farm Stand in Sloatsburg. An
entrepreneur is looking to connect the Hudson Valley’s natural
beauty and locally grown produce with cyclists and hikers. 


